


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Date: September 28, 2007   

To: 
Workforce Investment Board 
Key Workforce Investment Stakeholders 

From: Bryan Rogers, WIB Executive Director 

Subject: Workforce Development Update 
 
• California Workforce Association Youth Conference in LB 

The Network will be welcoming the 8th Annual California Workforce 
Association Youth Conference to Long Beach, January 15-17, 2008, at the 
Renaissance Hotel. The Conference brings together youth leaders, 
employers, educators, workforce development professionals for an interactive 
three-day session on strategies and thinking about how best to prepare our 
emerging workforce to compete in the economy.  Network staff, youth 
services providers and young persons will participate in the kickoff planning 
meeting being facilitated by the CWA at the Youth Opportunity Center on 
Wednesday. 

 
• Business-Friendly Award Finalist 

The LA County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC) has chosen the 
City of Long Beach as one of the six finalists for the Most Business-Friendly 
Award.  Selected from among the 88 cities in Los Angeles County, the City 
received high marks from the panel for its Enterprise Zone and its grant and 
small-business loan programs, as well as expedited permit processing, and a 
transparent proactive government that understands the necessity of planned 
growth.  The panel also noted the City’s business improvement districts and 
use of an ombudsman to help businesses navigate development projects.  
Other finalists include the cities of Burbank, Cerritos, Lancaster, Palmdale, 
and Santa Clarita.  The winner will be announced in November. 

 
• Renewed Funding for Construction Jobs Initiative 

Our grant to provide construction trades training to residents has been 
renewed for another year by the Federal Highways Administration and the 
State Department of Transportation with an additional $260,000 through 
November 2008. The Network’s project was the only California-based project 
that received continuation funding; the FHWA cited our service model and 
employer connections in its decision to allow additional services to residents. 
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• Prepping for Union Apprenticeship Exams 
The first of three classes for the Network’s Intensive Union Apprenticeship 
Program (IUAP) Examination and Preparation Training begin on Monday, 
October 1st.  Offered through the Center for Working Families, and in 
collaboration with Creation World Safety, this 80-hour training will prepare 
residents with math, key certifications and other skills necessary to 
successfully pass entrance tests of local apprenticeship programs. Outreach 
and October orientations are being held throughout the Network at its Long 
Beach and San Pedro Centers. 

 
• Community Clubhouse Coming to CTC 

CSU/Long Beach’s School of Business Administration received grant funding 
to implement a “community clubhouse” through which residents can perform 
research on career paths, and prepare for transitions to new industries.  
CSULB has partnered with the Career Transition Center to install a state-of-
the-art computer lab that will complement the Center’s Resource Center 
Employment Lab.  The Clubhouse launch will occur in October. 

 
• Job Fairs in the Works 

Network staff is working closely on implementation of two important, 
upcoming job fairs for area residents.  On November 2, Councilman Dee 
Andrews will host an event for residents of LB’s 6th District at St. Mary 
Medical Center.  Staff will assist in preparing residents with workshops 
throughout October.  On November 13, US Vets, the State Employment 
Development Department, the Workforce Investment Network, and many 
others will come together for the Hire-A-Hero veterans’ job fair at the LB 
Convention Center. 

 
• The Loss of a Staff Person 

On Tuesday we lost Edwin Arguelles, an accounting clerk with the Workforce 
Investment Network, to pancreatic cancer.  Leading up to his passing, Edwin 
battled the cancer bravely, after diagnosis just months ago.  He will be missed 
greatly… 




